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Dear Friends, 
 
Since attaining its non-profit status in 2002, the Life Raft Group (LRG) has served as a 
beacon for GIST patients and their families. Over the years, it has refined its focus to four 

major program areas: Research, Information and Support, Patient Outreach and Assistance and     
Advocacy. 
 
It is especially notable that the LRG continues to break ground in research with the 2006 
launch of the LRG Resistance Research Project. 
 
This report is a glimpse of our prominent program areas. The LRG’s mission remains: To 
ensure the survival of GIST patients while maintaining the quality of their lives. The LRG 
reaches beyond the average cancer support group by working one-on-one with patients in 
trouble. The includes interceding on their behalf to overcome obstacles to treatment ac-
cess. Many of our greatest accomplishments occur behind the scenes. 
 
In 2006, the LRG reached a network of over 60,000 people through its newsletters, web-
sites and educational materials. That number continues to expand on a daily basis with 
the incorporation of new initiatives. The goal is to reach and educate as many patients and 
doctors as possible to create a world where all GIST patients are treated with expert care. 
 
We are grateful to all those who have given so generously, and in so many ways, to help 
the LRG carry out its essential programs. 

Norman J. Scherzer 
Executive Director 

Stan Bunn 
President 

ensuring that no one has to face GIST alone 

Greetings from 
The Life Raft Group 



To accomplish its mission, the Life Raft Group devotes its efforts to four major program areas: Re-
search and Treatment Surveillance, Information & Support, Patient Outreach & Assistance, and Advo-
cacy. 
 

Research and Treatment Surveillance 
   Research: The Life Raft Group has created a strategic 
plan to address GIST treatment resistance. We intend to 
identify the mechanisms of treatment resistance and the 
means to overcome them. We have established a sophis-
ticated research team and developed a supportive grants 
infrastructure that will hold each researcher accountable 
for specific results, redirect resources when research 
dead ends and supplement them when new needs arise. 
Along the way, the LRG will create a new research para-
digm that will help other patient groups to close the 
known information gaps to understanding and overcom-
ing treatment resistance. 
   We conduct our own patient-based research to ensure 
that we have the most timely and relevant information 
that GIST patients need to survive. This internal research 
is designed to provide us with information that is not 
currently available from clinical trials, either because we 
are waiting for the trial to reach its research end point 
and for the researcher to share the information or be-

cause the perspective of the trial is just not geared to what patients need to know in order to survive. 
Patients, caregivers and the LRG cannot completely depend upon the profit drive of the normal drug 
development marketplace and traditional research fund-
ing to ensure patient survival. 
   A note about Life Raft Group research: Dr. Daniel 
Vasella, CEO of Novartis described our research as fol-
lows: “The Life Raft Group … has provided various peo-
ple, patients, doctors, investigators with a unique kind of 
data bank that cannot be replicated anywhere else, not 
even in patient trials.” 
 
Treatment Surveillance:  
   In addition to our research, the LRG aggressively tracks 
new drugs and compounds before they even enter clini-
cal trials for GIST. We seek out and publish clinical trial 
information in our newsletter and website before any 
other trial listing service, private agency or government. 
We then track these clinical trials via patient reports im-
mediately after they begin and evaluate the efficacy and 
side effects of the new drugs on an ongoing basis. Subse-
quently, we share this information with patients and 
doctors through our newsletter and website. 
 

Information and Support 
   The Life Raft Group provides information and emo-
tional support to more GIST patients and their families 

The Life Raft Group’s Major Program Areas 

The LRG Science Team meets to discuss new 
developments. Pictured above: Board member 
Jim Hughes, Executive Director Norman Scher-
zer, Science Coordinator Jerry Call and Life 
Rafter Rick Ware. 

 

Long-time Life Rafter Alice Sulkowski facilitating 
a nutrition workshop for GIST patients at Life 
Fest 2006 

 



than anyone else in the world. Backed by an exten-
sive surveillance program and the maintenance of 
key databases about treatment options, we prepare 
and distribute timely and critical information 
through our website, our monthly newsletter, our 
internet-based chat facilities, patient pamphlets, 
membership meetings and sister groups in the 
United States and around the world. To facilitate ac-
cess to the best possible treatment, we created and 
continue to expand an international directory of 
GIST specialists. Finally, we dramatically impact the 
recruitment for clinical trials by referring significant 
numbers of patients to trials that hold promise. 
 
Patient Outreach & Assistance 
   The Life Raft Group is the only organization in the 
world that provides real time consultation to GIST 
patients about treatment options through expertly 
staffed telephone consultation. Uniquely, we help 
patients understand how to navigate clinical trials 
for survival. We provide vital information to pa-
tients and their caregivers through our monthly 
newsletter, our websites, our internet-based chat fa-
cilities and our local groups. 

 
Advocacy 
   The Life Raft Group is the major advocacy voice on behalf of issues vital to the medical 
and economic well-being of GIST patients. We have undertaken major initiatives to fight the 
use of placebos in clinical trials for patients that have no other treatment alternatives, to se-
cure Medicare coverage for oral cancer drugs and to bring new drugs to clinical trials. We 
have begun to represent the GIST patient in the planning of clinical trials and we continue to 
represent the GIST patient in a growing number of forums both in the United States and 
abroad. We directly intervene with 
pharmaceutical companies, insur-
ance companies, medical institu-
tions and foreign governments to 
deliver life saving drugs, to help 
patients gain access to clinical tri-
als and to help patients overcome 
financial and logistical obstacles 
to treatment.     
   A major reason that many key 
people take a rare cancer advo-
cacy group like the LRG so seri-
ously is that we are able to do our 
own research and publish it in our 
own newsletter and website. That 
is a powerful tool which is permit-
ting us, along with an astute use 
of networking and the media, to 
carve out a seat for GIST patients 
at the decision making  table.  
 

Norman Scherzer gives a workshop on navigating clinical trials 
and understanding research at the Patient Summit in Budapest. 

 

Life Raft Group Netherlands: Carolien Ver-
hoogt and Ton De Keijser  

 



The LRG is committed to funding research programs 
for identification and validation of synergistic targeted 
therapies that counteract Gleevec-resistance in GIST. 
Despite remarkable clinical responses to tyrosine 
kinase inhibition, we are seeing relapses of GIST, 
even in patients with spectacular initial response to 
Gleevec. We expect that virtually all GIST patients cur-
rently benefiting from Gleevec treatment will eventually 
develop resistance unless we can find and overcome 
the reasons for such disease progression.  

The ambitious plans and the impressive Year One pro-
gress outlined in this report would not be possible with-
out a closely-knit and highly-interactive GIST scientist 
research group. Great pains have been taken to en-
able collaboration without redundancy, such that the 
team is emphasized over the individual. This carefully 

coordinated approach continues to maximize the LRG research productivity. The overall objective in 
this research is to identify combinations of therapies that can provide synergistic benefit with 
Gleevec in patients with GIST. The specifics of this progress report represents the input of each 
LRG research team member. 

A series of ten “priority” projects were highlighted for immediate funding. The Year One progress for 
each of these projects is summarized below. With the exception of project B, all have made out-
standing progress and are expected to continue in the same fashion for Year Two. 

Project A: Oncogenic signaling mechanisms as novel therapeutic targets: Substantial progress has 
been made in identifying “downstream” proteins which play crucial roles in channeling the KIT acti-
vation stimulus into the GIST cell which are alternate therapeutic targets in GIST. The Year One re-
search highlighted the crucial rolls of PI3-K and AKT proteins in maintaining cell growth and has be-
gun to catalog comprehensively the cell proteins that bind to the KIT/PDGFRA oncoproteins in GIST. 

Project B: KIT/PDGFRA Wildtype GISTs: These studies have been hampered by the availability of 
frozen GIST specimens that lack KIT and PDGFRA mutations. The LRG board of directors and re-
search team discussed strategies for obtaining additional frozen GIST specimens that lack KIT and 
PDGFRA mutations for Year Two. This project is suspended until suitable samples can be obtained. 

Project C: Primary Resistance: Progress has been made in establishing laboratory models for GIST 
mutations that show primary resistance to Gleevec, and potent alternative KIT kinase inhibitors of 
such mutants. Future studies will continue to focus on the identification and validation of novel KIT 
kinase inhibitors that are effective against primary KIT/PDGFRA Gleevec-resistant mutations. 

Project D: Stable disease after imatinib: Stable disease, i.e. GIST cells that are suppressed but not 
killed by Gleevec, remains a major problem for most patients. Year 1 studies show that clinically sta-
ble GIST – in patients receiving Gleevec or Sutent – can contain abundant KIT secondary mutations, 
which are the starting point for progression to eventual outright Gleevec resistance.  Future studies 
of stable GIST will address KIT/PDGFRA mutational heterogeneity, evaluate new therapies that 
more effectively induce apoptosis (cell death), and identify new therapeutic targets by gene expres-
sion profiling and proteomic methods.  

The LRG Resistance Research  
Progress Report 

Dr. Jonathan Fletcher summarizing the LRG’s  
Resistance Research Project at Life Fest 2006. 

 



 

Project E: Secondary resistance mechanisms & clinical evaluation: Great progress 
has been made in the past year by developing new human GIST and non-GIST cell 
lines and mouse xenografts of human GISTs that contain various KIT and PDGFRA 
kinase domain Gleevec and Sutent resistance mutations. These diverse GIST 
“models” have enabled identification and preclinical validation of novel small mole-
cule kinase inhibitors with expanded efficacy against the Gleevec-resistant KIT and 
PDGFRA mutations. 

Project F: Kit Degradation: The Year 1 studies have validated the concept that 
HSP90, and similar proteins, are required to protect KIT in GIST cells. HSP90 can 
be inhibited by various drugs, resulting in substantial destruction of the KIT oncopro-
teins in all GIST cell lines tested to date, cessation of growth, and induction of 
death, in the GIST cells. Future studies will focus on identifying HSP90 inhibitors 
with greater potency and selectivity for KIT/PDGFRA in GIST.  

Project G: Murine Models: The 
proposed studies are well under-
way, with Dr. Besmer’s group hav-
ing shown that the PI3-K pathway 
is crucial to KIT oncogenic signal-
ing in the murine GISTs, and that 
therapeutic inhibition of mTOR can 
reduce the growth of these 
GISTs.  Continuing studies from 
Drs. Besmer and Rubin will pro-
duce mice with Gleevec-resistant 
inherited mutations, which will be 
very useful in screening for novel 
therapies against Gleevec-
resistant GIST. 

Project H: Resource Development 
(imatinib sensitive & resistant): Ex-
ceptional progress has been made in developing new immortal cell lines.  Future 
efforts will be devoted to expanding the panel of immortal cell lines available for 
drug testing.  

Project I: Pediatric GIST: Dr. Antonescu has identified several genes that are 
uniquely active in pediatric GISTs, rather than adult GISTs.  Future studies will de-
termine whether these genes can be targeted successfully with drugs, producing 
therapeutic advances for pediatric GIST.  This work is particularly crucial because 
pediatric GIST patients do not respond as well as adult GIST patients to Gleevec. 

Project J: Tissue Banks: Excellent progress has been made in establishing a central 
repository for frozen and paraffin-embedded GISTs to enable the collective re-
search efforts in the LRG program.  Future efforts will focus on genomic and gene 
expression annotations for the banked specimens, and histopathologic annotation 
to assure that GISTs from patients already treated with Gleevec include both clini-
cally stable and progressing specimens. 

Gleevec resistance studies are essential to therapeutic progress in GIST. We hope 
to substantially expand select studies in the next two years.  These studies will likely 
reveal that combinations of GIST therapies are needed to consolidate initial remis-
sions, forestall the emergence of clinical resistance, and enable increased cure 
rates. 

Drs. Antonescu and Fletcher meeting with Norman 
Scherzer and Jerry Call to discuss acquiring more tissue 
samples for pediatric and adult GIST research 

 

Dr. Corless 

Dr. Fletcher 

Dr. Debiec-Rychter 

  
 

Dr. Besmer 

Dr. Antonescu 

Dr. Rubin 

Dr. van de Rijn  

 



This past year the LRG held its third membership meeting in Dallas, Texas. Among the 175 patients, caregiv-
ers and medical professionals who attended were Dr. Daniel Vasella, CEO of Novartis and David Epstein, Presi-
dent & CEO of Novartis Oncology; the LRG Resistance Research Team members: Dr. Jonathan Fletcher of Brig-

ham and Women's Hospital, Dr. Christopher Corless of Oregon Health and Sci-
ence University, Dr. Maria Debiec-Rychter of Catholic University in Leuven, Bel-
gium, Dr. Matt van de Rijn of Stanford University and Dr. Brian Rubin of the 
University of Seattle; Monica Davey, Oncology Nurse at 
Fox Chase Cancer Center; Dr. Laurie Letvak of Novartis 
Oncology; Dr. Alberto Pappo of Texas Children’s Cancer 
Center and Dr. Jonathan Trent of MD Anderson Cancer 
Center. 
 
The intention of this meeting was to bring patients, 
families, physicians and researchers together under 
one roof. Patients and families learned first-hand about 
GIST, current treatment options and the latest research 
findings. Physicians and researchers had the opportu-
nity to network, share information and meet the pa-
tients to whom their work is so vital. Bringing people 
together from every corner of the GIST community as-
sembles a united front of knowledge and drive to get to 
the cure. 
 

The three day meeting boasted numerous presentations and workshops to help patients learn more about dis-
ease management and how to cope with different aspects of treatment. In addition to the educational value of 

the meeting, it provided community and support.  
 
Our youngest patients (pictured below) participated in art therapy workshops, built 
their own teddy bears and learned how to ice skate while their parents were updated on 
pediatric GIST developments and research. 
 
The LRG recognized greatness at this 
meeting by presenting two very special 
awards. The Researcher of the Year 
award was given to Dr. Fletcher for his 
outstanding dedication to GIST re-
search. The Volunteer of the Year 
award was given to Richard Palmer for 
his long-lasting commitment as the 
LRG newsletter editor.  
 
The LRG would like to express great 

appreciation to all the volunteers, medical professionals, 
and, especially, the Texas local LRG that pitched in to put 
this special meeting together. 

 

Pediatric GISTers Josalin Dunn and Leah Knopp 

LRG Texas Coordina-
tor Kerry Hammett giv-
ing a workshop on un-
derstanding Medicare 

 

Dr. Jonathan Trent 
fielding patients 
questions after his 
presentation 

 

Dr. Daniel Vasella kicked off the 
meeting with his keynote address 
 



John Poss 

Dr. Arnold Kwart 

Silvia Steinhilber 

Rodrigo Salas Jim Hughes  

Jerry Knapp 

This year, the Life Raft Group Board of Directors raised 
and donated over $182,000! We would like to take this 
opportunity to acknowledge these men and woman 
who are so instrumental to the LRG. Since its inception, 
the board has embodied the steadfast dedication it 
takes to guide an organization. They use their own 
means to attend each board meeting, give of their 
own resources and pound the pavement to raise 
funds . 
 
This board is unique because every director is personally af-
fected by GIST. Several have lost loved ones to this disease. 
One might have expected them to step down at that point but 
they have continued to help with our battle against GIST. Some 
are patients who must persevere through the trials and tribulations of dealing 
with their own disease. Others are caregivers. They all truly committed to finding 
the cure. 
 
Many thanks to the LRG board, a group of extraordinary individuals, without 
whom 2006 would not have been such a successful year.  

 

Stan Bunn 
President 

Chris Carley 

Mia Byrne 

 Robert Book 

Jerry Cudzil 

 

The Life Raft Group’s Board of Directors 

 

The LRG 
Board 

raised over 
$182,000 in 

2006 for 
LRG pro-

gram and 
services! 



The Life Raft Group would 
like to express its deepest 
thanks to the donors 
whose generous support 
and partnership make our 
work possible. We are 
grateful for the following 
contributions and grants 
received for 2006. 
 
$100,000 & Above 
 
Amgen 
Novartis Pharmaceuticals 
 
$20,000 - $99,999 
 
Stan Bunn 
Jerry Knapp 
 
$10,000 - $19,999 
 
Carlos & Liana Baldor 
Jerry Cudzil 
Jim Hughes 
OSI Pharmaceuticals 
John Poss 
Rodrigo Salas 
 
$5,000 - $9,999 
 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company 
Chris Carley 
Infinity Pharmaceuticals 
Arnold Kwart 
Pam Lewkovich 
Pfizer Pharmaceuticals 
Ulrich Schnorf 
 
$1,000 - $4,999 
 
Nasser Ahmad 
Ravi Anand 
Anonymous 
Arbor Foundation 
John Atorino 
Brian Behrens 
Andrew Berkery 
Eric Bonanno 
Bob Book 
Kathryn Byrne 
Lee Cousins 
Jerry Cudzil 
Michael Cudzil 
Stefan D'Annibale 

Andrew DeNatale 
Charles Duncker 
Gayne & Joleta  Ek 
John Fogarty 
Pat George 
Doug Gibson 
Dolores Hawkins 
Nobie Haynie 
Jan Hofstetter 
Steven Hollender 
Douglas Horst 
Paul Huchro 
Timothy Joyce 
Michael Kasper 
Andrew Kresse 
Mark Landis 
Ellen MacDonald 
John Mascone 
Michael W. Miller 

Henry & Bobbie Offen 
Joseph Pecoraro 
Anthony Perrotta 
Ben  Quinoner 
Andrew Roberts 
Lawrence Selkovits 
David Smith 
Robert Spellman 
Andrew Tarica 
Richard Vandermass 
Peter Veritas 
Silvia Williams-Steinhilber 
Will  Woodbridge 
 
$500 - $999 

 
John  Adelman 
Kenneth Ades 
Jonathan Allen 
Ryan Atkinson 
Richard Azevedo 
Kirk Baldwin 
Chris Bayer 
Richard Bellofatto 
Robert Bick 
John Birdsall 
Anthony Bonanno 
Joe  Bonavita 
Michael Borzumato 
Jim Breitman 
Timothy Brennan 
Mike Burke 
Jules Buxbaum 
KS Carberry III 

Thomas Carroll 
Bryan Carroll 
Lyon Carter III 
David Chene 
Matthew Cherwin 
Nicholas Chiara 
John Chrystal 
Ray Costa 
Vicky & William Couch 
Doris Dallow 
Lou  Diamond 
John Duffy 
Daniel & Jane Duhl 
Daniel Erlichman 
Leslie Falcanio 

Tom Fant 
Ken  Ferrucci 
Jon  Greenburg 
Robert  Grillo 
Todd  Hirsch 
Andrew Hubbard 
Sachin Jhangiani 
Bill Johannsen 
Richard Joyce 
Greg  Judge 
Paul Karpowich 
Shiv Kaul 
Eric Keiter 
Robert Kinsey 
Richard J. Kinzig 
Eric Kramer 
Malcom Lane 
Peter Leonard 
Christopher Levine 

Kurt Lichtman 
Dennis Lu 
Kenneth Lundell 
Harry McCabe 
Nancy McInnis 
Andrew McSweeney 
Katharine Merriman 
Michael Meyer 
Robert  Miller 
Mark Moskowitz 
Jeff Mouland 
Vincent Murray 
Hemanth Nagaraj 
Anatoly Narnn 
Allen Oppici 

2006 Contributors 

Board Member Jerry Cudzil raised over $85,000 at his third annual Poker Tournament 



Joe Ottomanelli 
Simon Park 
Matthew Peck 
David  Portner 
Raymond  Potter 
Wayne Powless 
Michael Pura 
Purcells Cove Social Club 
Kevin Quigley 
Michael Rankowitz 
Peter Richetti 
Darren Richman 
Steve & Darlene Rigg 
Ellen Rosenthal 
Marcia Rubin 
Stephanie Ruhle-Hubbard 
Thomas Sangiorgio 
Jason Santoriello 
Lois & Willoughby 
Sheane 
Thomas Skove 
Derek Smith 
Charles Sorrentino 
Mary Stowell 
Alice Sulkowski 
Kelley Suwak 
George & Karen Terren 
Jarad Vasquez 
Rick & Kathie Ware 
Randall S. Welsh 
Keith Wiley 
Theodore Won 
John Yang 
Jason Yeung 
John Young 
Frederick Zuck 
 
$250 - $499 
 
Jennifer & Simon Bao 
Blue Dog Graphics 
Barbara & Wayne Bruce 
Richard Bryant 
Fred Chamanara 
Mary Clark 
Stanley Drab 
Robert & Jeanie Eller 
Tessie & Arthur Epstein 
Cindy Erhart 
Eli & Andi Feinberg 
Alexis Feliciano 
David Glass 
Howard Greenley 
Patricia Hampel 
Jude Heller 
Beth & Austin Hirsch 
Sam Hoblit 
Reinhardt Jesse 

Thomas Kanes 
John Kornelsen 
Paul Maccrone 
Mentor Graphics Foundation 
Marc & Beth Mintz 
Ricardo Mora 
Stephen Nechtow 
Abbas Patni 
Deborah & Steven Rose 
Kenneth Samet 
Michele Scheiperpeter 
Thomas Smith 
Alice Sulkowski 
Sheryl Swanson 
Grant Thomas 
Harold & Suzanne Tobes 

Paula Vettel 
Frank Vondrasek 
Marc Wasserman 
Lori Lee White 
David & Ralph Hoenle White 
Peggy & David Wicker 
 
$100 - $249 
 
Ann Aaron 
Janet & Marvin Adelman 
Stephanie Adler 
Rizwan Akhter 
Florence Allentuck 
Anonymous 
Susan Arnoczky 
Nancy & Michael Arons 
Connie Baney 
Sandi & Michael Banks 
Margaret Barton 
Harold & Gloria Baston 
David Bayles 
Behavioral Health Prof., Inc. 
Paula & Barry Belman 
Betty Benjamin 

Paul & Joanne Benoit 
John Bigelow 
Caryn & Ron Bittker 
Nancy Bokor 
Rita Boscacci 
Stephanie Boss 
Emily Bowden 
Margaret Bowman 
Jeffrey & Kim Boyd 
Norm & Angela Boyter 
Brian Brennan 
Nancy Brock 
Heidi Brockstein 
Ken & Shirley Brown 
Maria Byrne 
Ann Byrne 

Cathy Calloway 
Gail Canning 
Ty Capelle 
Georgia Caraway 
Tom Castelnuovo 
Vicky Chastain 
Leonard & Phyllis 

Chorazy 
Diana & Larry Christy 
Tom Colwell 
Jerry & Janet Conley 
Tim Coughlin 
Dennis Crilly 
Maureen Culhane 
Dan & Mickey Cunning-
ham 
David Cunningham 
Mark & Michelle Danhoff 
Ann Dixon 
Ed & Shirley Drosis 
Charleen & William Duke 
Sheryl & Gilbert Ek 
Margaret Eral 
Paul & Joan Feldman 
Delle & Sarah Ferris 
Joan Fitzgerald 
Nancy Fletcher 
Amy Folbe 
Glen Foster 
Edward & Sally Friedman 
Warren W. Furey 
Sue Galler 

Hjordis Garner 
Daniel Gilliland 
Rena Giordano 
Timothy & Erin Girard 
Robert L. Goldenberg 
Goldstein, Litt, Slinger 
Monica Green 
Esther Guerrier 
Neva Hageman 
Bonnie & Croc Halvorsen 
Linda Hampson 
Marcia Harrison 
Susan Hartrick 
Arthur Hawkins 
Haiqiong He 
George Herhold 

Sue Hilliard 
Holden Properties 
Michael J. Howard 
John Ierardi 
Richard Inlander   
Dr. Irving Isakow 
Robert Jacobs 
Sherry Janousky 
Brian & Cheri Jarzynski 
John I. Burton High School 
John Romanini Farms 
Ann C. Johnson 
William & Mary Jones 
Karl Storz Endoscopy-America  
Jim & Dot Kase 
Russell & Cindy Kaye 
Marion Kayler 
Susan Kayler-Daley 
Karen Kelley 
King Brown Partners, Inc. 
Mildred Kinzig 
Jeannie & Henry Klemens 
Earl & Eleanor Koester 
Carol Kreer 
Ann Kugel 
Kenichi Kushida 
Diana & John Lanza 
Irving Leon 
David Levene 
Nancy Levy 
Jacky Lewkovich 
Catherine Liesman 

Life Rafters raised $30,000 for the 2006 Thanksgiving Campaign  
Our top fundraisers who reached out on behalf of the LRG where: 

Doris Dallow, raising a total of $3,150 
Pat Lemeshka, raising a total of $1,525 

Rachel Tate, raising a total of $1,035 

 

 



Robert Lipnick 
Ernie Lott 
Timothy & Gail Mansfield 
Rhonda Marvar 
Peter McAree 
Barbara McCullough 
Jim McDonald 
 Robert Melillo 
Jeff & Robyn Miller 
James Mills 

John & Margaret Mills 
Ruth Minkoff 
Jan-Einar Moe 
Ruijia Mu 
Seishin Murahashi 
Silas Myers 
National Steel Rule Die 
Marie Niemann 
Noell Design Group 
Michael Noorily 
Deborah Ohanian 
Michael Paniwozik 
Allison & John Pappas 
Roselina Wong-Parlove 
Tina Paulsen 
Pentagon Gallery  

Jeff Phelps 
Rose & Richard Pridgen 
Prudential 
Mike Quinn 
Faye Radomski 
Andrea & Toby Mailler 
Ready 
Retire Inc. 
Patricia Ricard 
Thomas Richetti 

Rod Bender Charters 
Marilyn Rodgers 
Sally Rogow 
Miguel Romero 
Murray Rosenthal 
Harold & Isobel Ross 
Bill & Frances Roth 
Elaine Rys 
Syed Safdar 
Carol Schlesinger 
Bill Schwanki 
Kevin Shanley 
Darlene Shaw 
Robert Shaw 
Sign-A-Rama 
Dick Singelton 

SJMH Dept. of Psychiatry 
Med Staff Fund 
Pam & Randy Smith 
Sue Weigand- Smith 
Angelika Smith 
Paul Smith 
Gerald & Deanne Snodgrass 
Richard Sorg 
Micki Suits 
Thelma Swindell 
Takeda Matching Gift 
Rachel Tate 
Stephanie & Don Tatum 
James Tesen 
The Lieberman Family 
Marc Tiano 
Kittie Tomson 
Mark VanMeeter 
Vinyu Vichit-Vadakan 
Vidalia Women's Club 
Pradeep Vijayakumar 
Diane Voge 
William & Jamie Walker 
Larry & Nancy Wanchik 
Lynne Weakley 
Carol Webb 
Rebecca Wedgworth 
Ruth Weigand 
James Weil 
Chris White 
Ray & Bettz Whitehead 
Sam & Dina Wiley 
Irene Wing 
Mark Yestrepsky 
Elizabeth Yonke 
Kaye Yuen 
Robert & Jean Zappala 
Martha Zielinski 
Billie Zwolinski 
 
$50 - $99 
 
Doug & Sharon Aach 
Patricia & John Abbott 
Bina Ahmed 
Cheryl L. Anderson 
Joan Angerer 
Anonymous 
Amy Bachelder 
Dorothy Barton 
Marilyn & Calvin Bayles 
Alan Bennett 
Louis & Joan Berge 
David Blender 
Bill & Deanna Book 
Judie Bouldry 
Vicky Brennan 

Staff of BST Consultants 
William Bulger 
Troy & Janet Burns 
Nina Cabral 
Michael & Virginia Campa 
William & Christina Camp-
bell 
Paul & Mary Carlson 
Bain & Donna Cheshire 
Mark Conley 
Dennis & Barb Andreas 
Cook 
Mary Catherine Corr 
Kay & Maynard Creel 
Peter & Linda Dahl 
Howard & Arlene Danziger 
Meredith Dart 
Thomas & Ruby Denkers 
Karl Heinz Didshun 
Thomas & Ruth Dwyer 
Brian Einhorn 
Dr. & Mrs. Eisner 
Laura Eldred 
Edward &  Karen Farnkopf 
Anthony Farrar 
Lisa & Jay Fisher 
Paul Foster 
Mary Francois 
Dan & Mary Frederick 
Natalie Gast 
Michael Girard 
Marty Goldberg 
Larry & Ellen Goldstein 
Anne Hudon & Todd Grant 
Henry & Kate Haas 
Linda Hammell 
Margaret Haverstick 
Dave Healy 
David Hebbler 
Roger Hirsch 
Melitta Hoenle 
Kevin & Ela Homer 
James D Hooberman 
Eunice Howley 
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert Husen 
Betty Ingersoll 
Janet Jaeger 
J. Lauren Jenkins 
Joann & Donald Jones 
Linda & Buddy Kaufman 
Wendy Kempf 
Max Kerzner 
Maureen Keyhani 
Richard T. Kievit 
Robert & Mary Klunder 
Patti Kolster 
Marcia & Tom Korman 

Gail Mansfield raised over $300 by auctioning off this 
quilt created especially for the Life Raft Group.  



Dorcas Kowalski 
Sandra Krizan 
Mark Kuehl 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Lachman 
Learning Disabilities Assoc. 
of Michigan 
Judy & John Leary 
Pat Lemeshka 
Julie Anne Licktieg 
Arne Lindström 
Salvatore Luongo 
Linda & John Maczko 
Robert Madsen 
Wendy Mahas 
Sue Stinson Mathios 
Karen Merriam 
Barbara & Ken Meyers 
Brett Miller 
Elizabeth & Keith Miller 
Norman Miller 
Susan & Ian Miller 
Robert & Hedy Miller 
Dominic Monterosso 
Kathy Moore 
Jack & Holly Moran 
Carole Morgan & John Frank 
Christopher & Erin Morrissey 
John & Joann Mull 
Patricia Mullen 
Hope & Alex Neuberger 
Steven & Mary Nims 
Oakland County Speech & 
Hearing Association 
Robert & Laura Olin 
Barbara Opper 
Michael Kilbourne 
Fern Parks 
Evelyn & Earl Philo 
Jennifer Pierce 
Debbie M. Preacher 
Robert & Jean Ramseyer 
Mary E. Ready 
Mary Lou Rensberger 
Ricardo, Inc. 
Glenn Rosin 
Bruce & Susan Royal 
Jim & Alice Rudd 
Roger D.  Ruggles 
Edward Rys 
Gary Rys 
Nestor & Beth Sanchez 
Juliana & Charles Schafer 
Kathy Scharf 
Diane Schmitz 
Saul & Carolyn Shenberg 
Victor & Rhoda Shields 
Sabrina Shippey 
Melanie Shivers 

Joanne Siegel 
Helen Snyder 
John Snyder 
Janeen & Michael Socci 
Patricia Sorvari 
Jim Spellerberg 
Helene & Steve Spitz 
John Stinson 
Anna Straight 

Suzy Strauss 
Lucy & Sam Sullivan 
Anthony Thompson 
Bobbie Toyne 
Art & Margaret Verge 
Vidalia Women's Club 
Rose Vogt 
Suzy Whelan 
Joan & Frank White 
Elli & John Wijngaarden 
Deane Wylie 
 
Up to $49 
 
Lionel  Adair 
Joel & Judith Adelman 
Edward Allan 
Nancy Allen 
John & Vicki Aloise 
Rosalind Andries 
Anonymous 
Hendrick Ariesen 
Ronald Arnett 
Marie & Alfred Aubin 
Heather Badt 
Harriet Bakalar 
Dorcas Baker 
Nathanial Baumsteiger 
Cliff & Bea Beeks 
Eva Bergant 
Heather Berwald 
Carl Biddulph 
Joan Blankenhorn 
David Blender 

Dieter & Eileen Blobaum 
Percy Blount 
Andrew & Lisa Boschma 
Susan Brazier 
Mark & Marlene Breihan 
Patricia & James Broadfoot 
Ken & Shirley Brown 
Robert Burkhead 
Brent & Sharon Carr 

Joe Carter 
Karin & Anthony Cavallaro 
Beverly & Arthur Chabon 
Luva & Joan Champagne 
Glenn Churchill 
Sandra & James Clark 
Judith Coenen 
Jan & Harry Cohen 
Samuel & Gertrude Cohen 

Steven & Carolyn Cohen 
Cheney Cook 
Emily Cook 
Gary Coronado 
Constance Coulter 
Vera Crannell 
Marion Crowley 
Marissa Cunningham 
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Davis 
Robert Derr 
Tom & Marlene Dickerman 
Stephanie & Tim Diekemper 
Linda & Joe Dobrusin 
Catherine Donohue 
Josephine Duff 
Robert Ecret, Sr. 
Ethel Eger 
Diane Eisenberg 
Bess Engle 
Pat Ewert 
Merle & Michael Fajans 
Gary & Liz Farmer 
Louise Farrar 
Marla Feldman 
Susan Fenster 
Renato & Carmen Fernandez 
Estelle Fishman 
Frances Fleury 
Linda Foster 
Franco family 
Don & Joan Franklin 
Elmer & Jean Freeze 
Jeanette Fresina 
Laurie Stein & Sam Friedman 
Dion & Melissa Frisher 

Elizabeth Gardner 
Amy & Leon Gavartin 
Bonnie Glasier 
Joan & Norman Goldin 
Shari Goldstein 
Merle Good 
Tamara Gorosh 
Evelyn Grass 
Walter & Mary Green 
Steve Greenberg 
Louis & Suzanne Greenwald 
Shirley Gross 
Bertha Guerrero 
MaryAnn Gunderson 
Shelly & Mark Haffner 
Patricia Hambly 
Rebecca Harper 
Leisha Harris 

Lori Hilder 
Denise Holley 
Ronald & Susan 
Honeycutt 
Albert & Torvy Hord 

Ann & Richard Hughes 
Stephanie & Jeremy Hull 
Erma & Bruce Hutchins 
Patricia Ickes 
Marcia Jackie 
Linda Jackson 
Howard Janousky 
Patricia & Robert Johnson 
Madeleine Joubrel 
Lisa Katzman 
Elissa & Larry Kaufman 
Marcia Keane 
Moira  Kehoe 
Mary Kerwin 
Sita Khufu 
Richard & Maryann Kijewski 
Jaime & Chrissy Kilmer 
Paul & Cathy Knoop 
Richard Konicek 
Martin Korsten 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Krook 
Stephen & Kathy Krough 
Mark & Loraine Kuhn 
Larry & Eileen Kushner 
Carol Lange 
Robert Lange 
Vincenza A. Laudo 
Fred & Risa Levitan 
Pam Lewkovich 
Amy Lewkovich 
Gloria Lindemeyer 
Abbe Lindenbaum 
Elizabeth & William Litt 
Maxine Litvinoff 
Jeanne Livermore 

Life Rafter Robert Kinsey raised over 
$500 by betting on a horse and  

directing the winnings to the LRG!! 



Mildred Locker 
Sherry Lorimer 
Charlotte Martinez 
Lundberg 
Kermit Mabe 
Mary E. Maingot 
Jerry Maltzman 
Kim Mangnall 
Elene & Paul Manolis 
William & Katie Martin 
A.F. Masters 
John A. Mathew 
Mark Matson 
Anne McCarthy 
Sheila McGrath 
George McInnis 
 Elizabeth McIntyre 
Kathleen McKenna 
Dianne McParland 
Ethel & Charles Mead 
Stephanie Meis 
Audrey Merry 
Constance & Jeffery 
Miller 
Elva V. Miller 
Alan & Judy Miller 
Glenn Miller 
Norm Mills 
Eileen & Bob Milstein 
Wendy Jennis  & Doug 

Mishkin 
Bernice Moeller 
Cherry Moon 
Shelia & Jennifer Morrissey 
William & Rita Moseley 
Doug Muir 
Jeanne Mulgrew 
Patricia Mullen 
Mary Lou Murphy 
John Murphy 
Dorothy Murray 
Jack & Donna Myers 
Pat Neal 
Richard Nechtow 
Mary Niskar 
Ginny Nix 
Rose Nonkin 
Cheryl & Brian Normoyle 
Carole Novak 
Rose O'Beirne 
Karin O'Neill 
Alexandra Manolis Pappas 
Blayne Pascoe 
Anjali Pathak 
Leda & Craig  Perkins 
Irving & Gloria Perlman 
Debbie Peterson 
Rosalie Pezzulo 
Robert Pierson 
Mary Platt 

Susan Poe 
Mary & Joseph Porlier 
Robert Porter 
Gail Posner 
Louis & Beth Poulo 
Richard Preis 
Helene Rabinowitch 
Star Rafferty 
Barbara Rayno 
Jeffrey & Michele Rice 
Carlos Rizowy 
Renee Rodgers 
Luana & David Rohlin 
Sandra & Robert Rose 
Dianne & Harvey 
Rosenberg 
Mike & Kristi Rosenberg 
Nancy Rosoff 
Lillian Roth 
Saul & Joyce Rubenstein 
Florence Rubin 
David Rubinger 
Carrie Rudman 
Shirley Russell 
Emory & Fran Safford 
Ethel Safir 
Frances Sarfaty 
Stephen & Mary 
Satterfield 
Robert Scheiperpeter 

Allocation of Funds for 2006 
Total Expenditures $ 1,347,018.60  

Eleanor Schicht 
Ari Schiff 
Juliana & Lou Schmitt 
Lee Schottenfels 
Gary & Jeannine Schwartz 
Amanda & Eric Senecal 
Gerald Share 
Karen Shulman 
Susan & Skip Sikora 
Grant Silverfarb 
Rhoda Silverstein 
Judith Sloan 
Angela & Michael Smith 
Donna & Kevin Smyth 
Charlotte Solway 
Nicole Sparks 
Beth C. Stamp 
Joanne, Steven & Erin 
Steigerwald 
Ari Sternberg 
Gloria & Maynard Stone 
Joan M.  Storm 
Doris Talley 
Howard & Steven Tapper 
Micki & Sam Taub 
Doug Taylor 
Raquel Thomison 
Dan & Pat Thompson 
Greg & Gaye Thrasher 
William & Joanne 

Thrasher 
David & Joyce Torby 
Robert Traae 
Shirley Tucker 
Renae Tukel 
Marilyn Van Dyke 
Jean Claude Varin 
Katherine Vaughan 
Michael Vitamvas 
Margaret Vydareny 
Bernard & Naomi Wagner 
Carol & John Walker 
Jeanette & Michael 
Wertheimer 
Scott Wicker 
Sam & Dina Wiley 
Dottie & Dave Williams 
Mildred Wright 
Susan Yeager 
Debbie Yoder 
Fran Zakalik 
Patricia & Nicholas Zika 
Gloria & Nathan Zimet 
Edward & Davida Zullow 
 
 

*If you feel we have made 
any errors in disclosing 
this information please 
contact us at : 
liferaft@liferaftgroup.org 



Mark Thomas 
January 16, 1960 ~ December 25, 2006 

May his brill iance l ive on. 
 

A note about the cover art ist.  
   Mark Thomas, a professional photographer & Life Raft 
Group member, joined his fellow GIST pat ients at the Life 
Fest Meet ing in September 2006. He arrived a l ittle late, 
having spent Friday evening in an emergency room, but st ill 
jumped in and took photos for the LRG. Mark then offered to 
donate his photos for auct ion to raise funds for the LRG. 
   Mark passed away in December 2006. Although he is not 
here to see this today, his talent l ives on.  
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