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WHY JULY 13?

THE LOGO

To learn more go to: www.liferaftgroup.org/gist-awareness-day/

In the summer of 2013 the LRG launched its Rare 13 campaign, highlighting the diverse faces of GIST by drawing 
attention to the fact that 13 people are diagnosed with GIST every day (and that’s just within the United States!). 
The Rare 13 campaign was so successful that the next year we decided it was time for GIST to step into the 
spotlight and have its own global day of recognition.

On Sunday, July 13, 2014 we celebrated the very first global GIST Awareness Day. We were humbled and 
heartened by the overwhelming support (www.liferaftgroup.org/gist-awareness-day-press/) we received.

Despite all the work done by our amazing members and friends to date there is still a huge lack of education and 
awareness that exists within the medical community and general public about GIST. The ultimate goal of GIST 
Awareness Day is to bring so much attention to GIST that knowing what it is will no longer be so “rare”. GIST 
Awareness Day serves as the yearly pinnacle of our education, awareness and advocacy efforts and provides 
those outside the GIST community a chance to learn about and lend their support to this important cause.

July is Sarcoma Awareness Month. As GIST is the most common type of sarcoma, we wanted to align with this 
established celebration in order to also bring attention to this rarest group of cancers we find ourselves among.

Celebrating on the 13th day of the month is a reference to the Rare 13 campaign, which served as the launching 
pad to this day, and the impetus to dream big.

Logos are an important part of any campaign, and play a vital role in making 
sure the message is being spread. The colors orange and blue tie back to 
Life Raft Group branding and encourage people to visit our website which 
contains an extensive library of patient resources, as well as the latest in GIST 
advocacy, research and education. Eagle-eyed readers will also notice a “13” 
hidden among the word awareness as a special nod to our earliest supporters 
and the heart of our community.


