
The Life Raft Group is excited to celebrate the 8th anniversary of our biennial 
Life Fest conference, which gives patients and caregivers the opportunity 
to gather for a weekend of camaraderie, unique access to global leaders in 
the field, and a wealth of new information about the latest advances in GIST 
management and research.

This year, Life Fest will be celebrated July 15 – July 17 to incorporate the 
celebration of GIST Awareness Day at the Redondo Beach Marriott in 
Torrance, California.

Our theme for Life Fest and GIST Awareness Day this year is “The Gift of 
Time.” Our logo is an hourglass, with each grain of sand representing one 
of our own cherished moments in time. The Gift of Time theme applies to 
everyone. If you are newly diagnosed, a long-term survivor, a caregiver, a 
doctor, a student or just about anyone, this is an opportunity to recognize 
how valuable time is. To celebrate these moments, we are asking everyone  
to think about the precious gifts of time they have been granted and have 
created by writing it on a paper “grain of sand” what those gifts are. It could 
be a celebratory moment like the birth of a grandchild or a wedding, or simply 
something you experienced like watching the sunset over the ocean. In the 
coming months, we will invite our members to share with us their precious 
memories and we will honor them at Life Fest.

The LRG member fee to participate remains the same as in previous years: 
$155 per person for the entire weekend, due to the generous support of 
sponsors. We do have a limited number of scholarships available to those 
seeking to enhance their GIST awareness regardless of financial situation. 
Scholarships are made possible by the generosity of the LRG Board of 
Directors and donors.

Please contact Diana Nieves:  
dnieves@liferaftgroup.org 973-837-9092 ext. 102

155 US Highway 46, Suite 202
Wayne, NJ 07470 USA
Phone 973-837-9092
www.liferaftgroup.org

To learn more go to: www.liferaftgroup.org/lifefest/
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